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After the country was freed from Indian invasions -m,l v . • • 

■ In. Allegheny. " " ot '“»* *ta» west of 
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ginseng m tlle . ,P pnm ' ipal commodity in trade. And as it has been 
ion\ t n beginning of time taxation be^an to be agitated. The 
irivnt body of the east escaped very largely from their equal share of 
the burden, but controlled very largely the political affairs of the 
>tate. The western portion of* the state was powerless. Their only 
irliet was in separation. The Civil AVar afforded them that oppor¬ 
tunity; hence when the war came on, 32,000 of the young men of 
Western Virginia joined the Union forces. Though they were liv¬ 
ing m a slave state the great majority refused to answer the call 

: Virginia, and when the 20th of June, 1803, came, and West 
V iiginia was admitted as a state into the union, the defenders of 
the new state were determined to sustain and defend the state at 

treasure. The south was as fully deter¬ 
mined to retain the .territory of the state, and to prevent the rend- 

a state for which we all have the most profound 
nd respect. But a sacrifice had to be made and the battle 
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S^cen was the lieutenant 
He appeared to be 

inc agent of the Count) 
Court, as he paid the bills for the 
arinv and took receipts therefor. Co¬ 
der date of June 25, 1861, he render 
e d an itemized account uoder^expenj 
incurred on march of 
tas Rescues,” amounting to $68.68. 
j j vvas allowed ar'd $25 paid on ac 

•'otint He notes a balance of $43 6S 
due him. and I doubt if it was ever 

(paid to him. * 

The big item of expense was $37.42 
for shoes—nineteen pairs bought on 
May 23. at Philippi, from J. P. 
Thompson. The other items include 
bacoo, tallow, flour, meal, horse feed, 
gloves, hats, cotton cloth, calico, 
socks, shirts, blankets and whatnot. 

On May 20, at J. W. Marshall’s 
store he bought a pair of gloves for 
Captain Stofer at 25 cents and six 
combs for privates for $1.00. Also 2 
cravats. $1; 2 flannel shirts, $2; aDd 
2 more pair gloves 50 cents. 

On May 22, at Beverly, from A & B 
Crawford, two hats for $3.25. From 


* t 


If 


This company was encaged in ir e 
following battles: Philippi, McDoweh 
Winchester. Cross Ke>s, Port Repub 
lie Seven Days, Fight around Rich 


; mond, Slaughter Mountain. 
; Manasses, Brestow Station 


it 


burg, Fredericksburg 


becono i 
Sharps 

Second Win 


Pocahon Chester. Gettysburg - , Mine Run. and 

the Wilderness. At the Wilderness 
the 25th was captured: the Pucahon 
tas Rescues and replacements had 
been reduced to seventeen men: of 
this seventeen, eleven lived through 
the war, six dying in prison. 

The last member of Company I, to 
pass over that I know of was Captain 
J. W. Mathews, of Anthonys Creek, 
who died about twelve years ago. 

Captain Stofer came from the Yal 
ley of Virginia. He was a lawyer, 
and he served as commonwealth’s at 
torney for Pocahontas a number of 
terms. He had been a soldier in the 
Mexican war, and fought in a num 
her of battles. My recollection is 


grand jury indicted him for perjt 
and be appealed to the Supreme i 
Court; where the case dragged atong 
for years. 1 presume that the case 
against the Captain just naturally 
went by the board when the new 
slate went democratic in 1870, a new 
constitution adopted and the rights 
of the southern sympathizers restored 
I will look that ease up some day 
when 1 have the time. I have the 
impression that Count Stofer was de 
fended by Spencer Dayton, a native 
of New England, father of the iate 
Judge A. G. Dayton, of Philippi, 
United States District Judge. 1 do 
know that Mr Dayton successfully 
defended the numerous Confederate 
soldiers who were indicted for murder 
after the war, in this county. 

My friend, the late Hugh P. Mc¬ 
Laughlin, always took delight n re¬ 
lating his experiences as a boy on 
this "Tin Cup Campaign.” Some 
where along the road to Philippi they 



that Captain Stofer was not wounded t came to a farm where there was a 
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J. Burket, also at Beverly, pair of 
shoes at $2 and 2 pairs socks 30 cents. 

On the same date from E. B. Bucher 
12 1-2 pounds of tallow for $1,25 and 
c2 1 2 pounds of bacon at 14c, $8 35 

On May 24, Elder Douglas was 
paid $4.33 for supper, lodging and 
nreakfast for 13 persons. 

On May 25, $2 50 is paid Jno. B 
Curio for Gilham tactics. 

Oa May 17_, Captain Stofer certifies 
.‘.hatAn account jjf SftL H\ ;-Slahirer°hafc 
-Tor'9>rc, cT&]{<£:' f T-2 ?*rds W™ 
• - fr Wfo ards^o f cotto n 


in the w-ar between the states until 
the battle of Cross Keys when he fell 
with five bullet holes in him. Every 
one of tlifse wounds was considered 
mortal, but he recovered and suryiv 
ed the war some twenty years. As a 
child, X remember him as a friendly, 


mowing machine with its tongue. 
propped up, in a shed. Bew of them j 
had ever seen a mower, and word was 
passed dow n the ranks that it was a 
cannon. One boy took a good look 
at it, and remarked on the length of 
the ramrod 1 


courtly gentleman, known in his wide 
circle of friends as the "Count.” 

General William bkeene served as 
clerk of both the county and circuit 
courts. He was succeeded just be 
fore the war by the late William 

Sd£U i He was a ^sident attorney 
Huntersville for many years. He 
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y report on the progress of the 1 0 f the third day 
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bontas Rescues” bht I guess he 
busy, for after three days, he 
in the middle of a page. 

In speaking of this march, the old 
referral to it as the "Tin 
tmpfttgD 99 A cup was all the 
cent furnished tl 
-d their own 
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You have got to hand it to the 
} General that he was a considerable of 
a manager to march an army of fifty 
six men some ninety miles, and 
on a campaign of several weeks, 
cost to Pocahontas County of 
$68.68. ' 

After the war Confederate soldiers 
were deprived of the rights of citizen* 
iship by their Inability to take the 
test oath. Before a man could vote, 
hold office, practice law, etc , he must 
wear that im had not aided or abet 
ted the Confederacy. This did 
phase Captain Stofer a bit. At the 
first opportunity he presented him 
self at the bur as t practicing altnr 
ncy, took Mm oath and resumed his 
luw wm I. where he left off aftri four 
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It was on this site that the greatest battle of the Civil 
in West Virginia was fought about 72 years ago. It is said 
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had lies buried in 


swamp within a stone's throw of the camp 
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posted along Route 219 showing the 


cne great battlefield, it has not yet received much 
souricts because of the seemingly impossibility o 
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BATTLE OF BARTOW - October 3, 1861 
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first year of the war saw five battles in the Upper Tract, as upper 
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. hcntas was usually called at that time. The reason being th: t the Staunton and 


rgrkersburg Turnpike crossed the Greenbrier Valley at this place and it was one of 

z important thoroughfares in the nation at the outbreak of the Civil War* 


the most 


It rss well served by stage coach lines and it formed a favorite route for persons 
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from the middle west who wished to go to Washington and other eastern points. 
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1 army placed two batteries in front of the Confederate breastwork 
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